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Cooperation and Collaboration
Craig L. Wisniewsky Special Agent in Charge United States Secret Service

Cooperation and collaboration are words used with such frequency that it may diminish the 
meaning, rather than the sincerity being expressed by the speaker.  From July 17 – 21, 2016, the 
City of Cleveland successfully hosted the Republican National Convention.  The venues for this 
National Special Security Event (NSSE) and the terrain the venues were located on required more 
than cooperation and collaboration, they required plain hard work, astonishing team work, and 
attention to detail.  The security planning for this event began nearly two years ago for the City of 
Cleveland, and for the U.S. Secret Service the planning began about 12 months prior to the event.
  
Many of you may have attended a security planning event where I, or another agent stood up 
and used the words cooperation and collaboration in explaining how, as the lead agency, the 
U.S. Secret Service would form the operational security plan for the venues.  Well, now that it is 
over and considered a solid security success, I hope you will hear the sincerity in my voice when 
I express our deepest gratitude to all of the law enforcement agencies, the citizens of the entire 
Cleveland metro area and the state of Ohio who contributed to the execution of this safe event.   

The entire City of Cleveland Public Safety apparatus and the Ohio State Highway Patrol brought 
together a plethora of law enforcement agencies from around the United States to assist in the 
execution of a well thought-out and complicated plan.  The logistics alone required a gigantic 
lift, but one that paid huge dividends.  Those dividends were seen in the groups of state troopers 
patrolling a large area of downtown virtually seen at every corner, and the positive reaction by the 
public in their presence.  

Many of you may have no idea that the delegates and other guest were spread around the entire 
metro Cleveland area as far as Sandusky.  The delegates and other guests were kept safe under the 
watchful eye of the suburban police departments in which their hotels were located.  No small feat 
given world and domestic events of the last few years.  These departments deserve appropriate 
accolades for standing on their own, supported by their mutual aid planning partners in the 
protection of these convention participants.  

Security planning is not limited to law enforcement.  It requires the intensive support and 
understanding of all levels of government, and as important the citizenry for whom they serve.  
The understanding and patience of the citizens directly and indirectly effected by the security 
plan is paramount to the success of the event.  I believe that all of the citizens of Northeast Ohio 
contributed to the success of this convention.  

Recently the law enforcement community has been subject to intense scrutiny.  However, for 
a week in July during one of the most highly anticipated events in the nation, the men and 
women of law enforcement at all levels patrolled proud, directed peacefully, and interacted 
with a generally grateful public.  Cooperation and collaboration in planning, refining, testing, 
and challenging the expertise of each agency, and done as a team with a singular goal produces 
success at all levels.  

Craig Wisniewsky became the Special Agent in Charge of the Cleveland Field Office in December 
of 2014.  Mr. Wisniewsky is a twenty-two year veteran of the U.S. Secret Service, and began 
his career in law enforcement as an Atlanta Police Officer in 1990.  Prior to joining the Atlanta 
Police Department, Mr. Wisniewsky was an Infantry Rifle Platoon Leader in the U.S. Army.   
Mr. Wisniewsky is a graduate of North Carolina Wesleyan College where he earned degrees in 
Criminal Justice and Psychology.    


