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FBI’s Criminal Program Must Remain a Priority 
By Mark F. Giuliano, Deputy Director, FBI 

 
You only have to turn on the news or open the paper to know that even with the national security threats 
we face, the FBI’s criminal program must remain a priority. Most of America’s 50 largest cities have seen 
an increase in homicides and shootings this year, and many of them have seen a huge increase. In 
Cleveland, we’ve already surpassed last year’s numbers of homicides, carjackings, felonious assaults with 
a firearm, and gang-related robberies.  
 
To combat violent crime and public corruption across the country we are working closely with our 
partners on our Safe Streets Task Forces, Violent Crimes Task Forces, and Public Corruption Task 
Forces, among other initiatives. Our task forces enable us to work closely together on investigations and 
operations, foster crime prevention activities, and share mutually beneficial information that helps us to 
understand emerging threats better. We rely on our partnerships, and simply put, the FBI couldn’t do its 
job without the experiences and expertise of our partners.  
 
The FBI Violent Crimes Task Force is working closely with the Cleveland Police Department to address 
the increase in violence here in Cleveland, and the FBI will continue to provide resources and support as 
needed – from evidence experts to behavioral analysts to analyzing trends. We want our communities to 
be safe and we want them to thrive. 
 
On a national scale, to target some of the most violent cities in America, the U.S. Department of Justice 
has implemented the Violent Reduction Network (VRN). The VRN is a comprehensive approach to target 
violence using training, funding, technical and operational assistance, media and intelligence strategies, 
behavioral analysis and victim/witness assistance. At this time, the VRN is operating in Camden, New 
Jersey; Chicago, Illinois; Detroit, Michigan; Oakland, California; and Wilmington, Delaware, with plans 
to expand it to Flint, Michigan; Newark, New Jersey; West Memphis, Arkansas; Little Rock, Arkansas; 
and Compton, California, this fiscal year. 
 
On the public corruption front, the Cleveland Division has successfully investigated and prosecuted many 
elected and federal officials through its Cleveland Metropolitan Anti-Corruption Task Force. The Task 
Force is comprised of state and federal law enforcement partners who focus on extortion, bribery, 
kickbacks and fraud investigation involving public officials. A comprehensive investigation of the 
Cuyahoga County government resulted in approximately 70 defendants charged, including County public 
officials, contractors, and businessmen. As a result of the investigation, the citizens of Cuyahoga County 
voted to completely reform the structure of County government. By combating public corruption we are 
preserving the sanctity of our government and the trust that our citizens have in that government. Corrupt 
public officials undermine our country’s national security, our overall safety, the public trust, and 
confidence in the U.S. government – as well as wasting billions of dollars along the way.  
 
Regardless of the other many challenges we will continue to face, the FBI must, and will continue to 
empower our personnel and partners to detect, deter, and defeat significant criminal threats. We have to 
continue working together if we want to stop crime. In the face of today’s complex threats, our greatest 
weapon is unity – because standing together, we are smarter and stronger than we are standing alone.  
 
Mark F. Giuliano became the Deputy Director of the FBI in December 2013 where he has oversight for 
the FBI’s 36,000 employees. Prior to his current role, Mr. Giuliano served as Special Agent in Charge of 
the FBI’s Atlanta Division, as Executive Assistant Director of the National Security Branch, and as 
Assistant Director of the Counterterrorism Division, among other positions. Mr. Giuliano began his FBI 
career in 1988 as a Special Agent with the Washington Field Office. Originally from Ohio, Mr. Giuliano 
holds a degree in Economics from the College of Wooster. 


